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REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC LIBRARY 
To the Citizens of Stoneham: 

The Trustees of the Stoneham Public Library submit the 
following report for 1946: 

The Trustees believe that, while the people of our town have 
every reason for pride in our Library, they should remember that 
we Owe a debt of gratitude for our beautiful building with an 
endowment sufficient to finance important improvements and re- 
pairs. Unlike other public buildings in Stoneham, our Library 
was erected with no cost to the taxpayers who have thus es- 
caped the burden of a bonded debt and increased taxation. In 
addition, we have endowments from the income of which the cost 
of at least two-thirds of the books placed on our shelves each 
year is met. 

These benefits are accompanied by obligations. With the stated 
facts in mind, the appropriation for salaries and maintenance 
of the Library as recommended by the Trustees and Finance 
Committee should be cheerfully endorsed by the voters at the 
Town Meeting in March. Each item in the budget has been care- 
fully considered and while somewhat larger than in previous 
years, it is no more than is essential in carrying on our work 
in a dignified and efficient manner. In fact, we are getting far 
more than we are paying for, because so large a portion of the 
expense of maintenance is paid from the Annie H. Brown Funds. 

The Library property is in excellent condition. Tiling will be 
placed on certain floors as planned a year ago, as soon as possible, 
at no cost to the Town. A dry well has been re-constructed and 
the roof has been repaired. It must be confessed that our efforts 
to beautify the lawn by planting a hedge on the west side have 
not been entirely successful. This partial failure is due to the 
lack of co-operation of trespassers whose civic pride is over- 
come by a desire for a short cut. Probably a stout wire fence 
will eventually solve our problem here. 

The resignation of Mr. George A. Packard, who for many 
years had served the Library as its financial clerk, was regret- 
fully accepted in May. His recent death has saddened our hearts. 
We treasure the memory of long years spent with him in useful 
public service. 

At a joint meeting of Selectmen and Trustees of the Library, 
Mr. George E. MacNeil, Jr., was elected to fill the vacancy 
caused by this resignation. Mr. MacNeil is deeply interested in 
the Library. Already he is proving his value as a member of our 
Board. 

It was with sincere regret that in May we obeyed the man- 
date of the law and the resignation of Miss Martha A. Jackson 
as Librarian was accepted. For twenty-three years she had 
served the Library faithfully and with ability. Her judgment in 
the selection of books, her tact in management, her skill as a 
reference librarian and her unfailing courtesy have been admired 
and appreciated by the Trustees, the Staff and the general pubiic. 

During the interim before a new librarian could be installed, 
Mrs. Bertha R. Houston, the Children’s Librarian, was made Act- 
ing Librarian. Under her able management the work was carried 
on smoothly and satisfactorily until the newly elected Librarian, 
Miss Susan E. Demery of Middletown, Rhode Island, assumed 
her position on August 15, 1946. 

We believe that we have been especially fortunate in securing 
the services of Miss Demery, whose personality, training and ex- 
perience so well fit her for this responsibility. A graduate of 
Brown University and of the Simmons College Library School, 
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with experience in teaching and in public library work, she comes 
to us with new ideas of technique and procedure which have the 
hearty approval of the Trustees. Her energy, initiative and execu- 
tive ability have impressed us most favorably. We believe that 
under her direction the Library will become more and more use- 
ful to the community. We urge our citizens to cultivate Miss 
Demery’s acquaintance. 

Reference books are now segregated in the Students’ 
Room; non-fiction literature 'is being moved to the second floor; 
books especially adapted for the use of High School students are 
made easily accessible and magazines are conspicuously displayed. 
It must be remembered that our Library belongs to the people, 
all of whom have equal rights in regard to its use. A system by 
which books are reserved until called for, or one by which a priv- 
ileged group have access to new books before they are put into 
circulation is unfair and undemocratic. No books are reserved, 
except for special students. There is no privileged list. This ap- 
plies alike to Trustees, the Staff and the customary borrower. 

The services of a student monitor in the Study Room have 
been dispensed with. The present staff is able to cope with the 
situation. All young people who have legitimate reasons for fre- 
quenting this room are welcomed and assisted. There is no room 
for a disturbing group. 

The work in the Children’s Room under the very able direc- 
tion of its beloved librarian, Mrs. Bertha R. Houston, continues 
to be most satisfactory. The Trustees are very proud of this 
department. 

The artistic work of Mr. Walter P. Houston on posters and 
exhibits has attracted much favorable attention. 

Several outstanding collections have been exhibited in the 
main Reading Room. Among these were cut glass and colored 
glass articles loaned by Mr. Arthur Nelson; a collection of small 
shoes, some of which have an interesting history, owned by Mrs. 
J. H. Blinn and Mrs. A. R. Waterhouse; metal bowls and orna- 
ments made by Mr. Edward Anderson; and silver handmade 
jewelry shown by Mr. N. P. Plummer. Of especial interest to 
book lovers was a remarkable showing of autographed volumes, 
many of which are first editions, loaned by Mr. Fred A. Lawson, 
a Library Trustee. 

To the Garden Club we are greatly indebted for the beauty 
which has been brought to our attention through their attractive 
exhibits of rare flowers, miniature gardens and terrariums. 

Library Hall has been used by the Historical Society, the 
Visiting Nurse Association and for various functions connected 
with the celebration of Book Week. 

During the transition period when important changes were 
being made in personnel, the Library Staff have carried on with 
commendable co-operation and fidelity. For their devotion the 
Trustees extend their sincere thanks. 

We call attention to the reports of Miss Demery, Librarian, 
and Mrs. Houston, Children’s Librarian, which, with the statisti- 
cal report are appended. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES H. CHASE, Chairman, 
ALICE V. PEYTON, Secretary, 
RUTH H. MERRIFIELD, 
FRED A. LAWSON, 
FREDERICK P. HANFORD, 
GEORGE E. MacNEIL, JR., 

Trustees, Stoneham Public Library. 
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Report of the Librarian 


To the Trustees of the Stoneham Public Library: 

I present the eighty-eighth annual report of the Stoneham 
Public Library for the year ending December 31, 1946. This re- 
port covers the activities of the Library as directed by Miss 
Martha Jackson until her retirement; Mrs. Bertha R. Houston 
from June 1 to August 15, and myself since August 15. We hope 
that the citizens of Stoneham have felt no inconvenience to them- 
selves through these changes. We have striven “to do business 
as usual.” 


CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT 


Since August there have been some changes made in the 
methods of procedure in this department. One new fiction per 
card is allowed, and no renewals are made on new fiction. We 
feel that our book supply is not plentiful enough to allow un- 
limited use by any one person. All non-fiction circulates for two 
weeks, and is renewable once. Periodicals circulate for two weeks. 

High school students are not allowed new fiction from the 
Adult Department, unless the book in question is recommended by 
a teacher. Books especially suited to them are placed in a prom- 
inent place in the Study Room. New books are being added con- 
tinually. These changes tend to decrease our total circulation for 
a time, but we hope a more widespread usage of books will result. 

The circulation for the past year is 142,430; 69,445 in the 
Adult Department; 72,985 in the Juvenile. We have borrowed 59 
books from neighboring libraries, and have lent 12. Because we 
have so many college students making rather severe demands 
on our book stock, we have had to increase our use of the inter- 
library loan system. This is a courtesy libraries.extend to each 
other and one which has helped us in supplying many technical 
books not in our library. ? 


REFERENCE DEPARTMENT 


The Reference Department has been unusually busy this 
year, helping high school students and a great number of college 
students. We have added at least fifteen new types of reference 
books. All books of this type, with the exception of those needed 
at the desk for ‘ready reference,” have been placed in the Study 
Room, according to their classification. This should make it 
easier for students and staff alike. High school teachers are now 
sending us lists of topics on which research is to be done with 
the conclusion dates. This enables us to have an adequate col- 
lection of books on ‘“‘school reserve” and to keep that collection 
up-to-date. 

Reference work is always a fascinating part of library work 
and there is a great satisfaction in finding material for worth- 
while research. During the coming year we shall count the num- 
ber of reference questions answered as we feel that this type of 
work is as important as the circulation of books, and to give a 
fair picture of the library’s value, research done by the staff 
should be noted. 

BooKS ADDED AND SUBTRACTED 

During 1946, 1,042 books have been added, and 250 with- 
drawn. Three hundred ninety-one (391) have been added to the 
Juvenile Department and 651 to the Adult. Our total book stock 
is approximately 28,155. 

PERIODICALS 
We receive over 89 periodicals and 6 newspapers. Some of 
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these are gifts but the majority are paid subscriptions. Three 
new periodicals have been added for high school students. They 
are “Mademoiselle,” ‘Glamour’ and “Seventeen.” Five thousand 
' nine hundred eighty-eight (5,988) periodicals circulated during 
the past year. 


JUVENILE DEPARTMENT 


The activities in this department are so varied and so suc- 
cessful that the Children’s Librarian, Mrs. Bertha E. Houston, 
has made a separate report which will be found following this 
report. 


MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES 


A collection of suitable books is kept at the “Home for Aged 
People” and changed as desired. 

The Stoneham Garden Club has been most generous and 
faithful in supplying us fiower arrangements and specimens of 
rare flowers throughout the year. These add to the attraction 
of the library. 

We have had many interesting and beautiful exhibitions of 
Stoneham handicraft and hobbies. It would be a worthwhile event 
to have an exhibition of all these varied talents in the Library 
Hall. 

The Library has made exhibits of interesting books and pic- 
tures, and on special occasions, such as the “Spring Book Festi- 
val” and “Book Week” displays on a larger scale were made. 

Gifts have been made to the library throughout the year. In 
this way, 12 books were added to the Juvenile Department and 
42 to the Adult. We are always grateful for such gifts, since many 
old worthwhile books are now out of print and our copies well 
worn. Often these books have been technical and not found in 
our collection. 

We hope that in the future the library can play an active 
part in the life of Stoneham residents by frequent use of Library 
Hall for book reviews, lectures, and exhibitions. We would es- 
pecially like to have a music appreciation program and efforts 
are being made towards this. 


STAFF 


The Staff is as follows: Susan E. Demery, Librarian; Bertha 
R. Houston, Children’s Librarian; Margaret Golding and Lauret- 
ta Wade, Assistants; Ruth Jenkins, Kathleen Strickland and Lena 
Guastaferro, Junior Part-Time Assistants. 

I wish to express my appreciation to the Staff for their 
friendly cooperation, to the Trustees for their support and advice 
and to Miss Martha Jackson, former librarian, for many helpful 
suggestions. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SUSAN E. DEMERY, Librarian. 


STATISTICS 
Circulation: 
Adults Circulation as i Antes cee ete etree ie tcc es cue eee 69,445 
Juvenile Circulation: Wy. yes bie ae sac ee ee 72,985 
Total’ Circle tion jui0 coc r acc cc ties naater ok hed ces et ee ae tn 142,430 
Inter-Library Loan: 
BROTTOW CC PaO say cctcds cubs toceae streets tee coe Reaaniatia se den ei sae 59 
TED eisai ih cecet viphiktes aah donde setenans ches noltey cele tanen decease ee ear ae aaa 12 


Registrations: 


Ley RECO SR LSUPATeONs oC. BAIT) eae siice2ic.ci Seateiestacomurasen ree 454 
Siete ELOISE CHOC ACLILG be en aicsih ievecsssstaciea eck ateiiuumede cs 4,220 
Peete reeSISLLaLiQus. .( JUVENLIEC ) 2.3.50 pueadtscstortccaee tne 2,223 
SSP GUT Sie 0 ag @ 1 00-5 WSS GAM Roc enh govt tein ha ay cali, ON cope Pe CT 301 
Book Stock: 
Number of volumes at beginning of year (Approx.) 27,363 
PP ALNOUA Wins CUTIE 5 VOAI ico sole vane dia nesescasis dae ee nae 250 
mtb DOOKS Added h by purchase ini ey. isc..s.s cca 609 
Pine NOOKSAOded Dy. SILT Wid. s., onsen a-keee eee tens caoanee ts 42 
Juvenile books added by purchase ...........cccccccccseieense 379 
Suverienbooks Added by Sift asi chsescs.seciccrecerseas eke 12 
pee MUR TORIMALCLY 0.25. sSedscechasdeolns sp lascvanssdentvanzpianseys 28,145 


Report of the Children’s Librarian 


To the Trustees of the Stoneham Public Library: 

I present the first annual report of the Children’s Room of 
the Stoneham Public Library for the year ending December 31, 
1946: 

Emphasis has been stressed on book publicity in its varied 
aspects. Each month saw a special exhibit put in place — posters, 
pictures, maps and something pertinent to the time; sports, News- 
paper Week, National Radio Week, Spring Book Festival, Sum- 
mer Reading Club, Book Week, National Bible Week, Christmas, 
American Biography Month, and many other displays to draw 
attention to the books on special subjects. 

Spring Book Festival was observed with a display of new 
books, posters and original drawings. Special story hours were 
held for the first and second grades. 

During the summer a reading club was organized in the 
form of a Baseball Club. From July 1st to August 30th, about 
one hundred and twenty children participated. Books on sports, 
both fiction and non-fiction, as well as other subjects were read. 
Four winners were awarded prizes. 

The children of the 5th and 6th grades were given instruction 
in the use of the Library. Four lessons, one each week, using 
the card catalog, reference books and encyclopedias. The history 
of the Library and its administration were also taught. Two Jun- 
ior High classes also received instruction. Other classes visited 
on special occasions. 

“Book Week” was observed with displays of new books, 
original drawings from some of the artists and a short story 
contest for the boys and girls of grades four to nine. Thirteen 
books were given as prizes. Miss Alice Reardon, well known 
artist and illustrator of children’s books, gave a talk and drew 
some of her characters for the children. She gave over two 
hundred autographs to happy boys and girls. 

Mr. Lioyd Coe, author-artist, told how he wrote his book and 
drew the pictures for it, and then waited to have it published. 
He drew many pictures and gave them to the children. Library 
Hall was filled to capacity for both artists. The boys and girls of 
grades one, two and three enjoyed a puppet show, Hansel and 
Gretel. 

At Christmas, special story hours were held for first and 
second grades as well as one for the kindergarten. A large Christ- 
mas tree, Santa and his workshop and Christmas carols were 
featured for the holidays. 


The Children’s Librarian spoke at Clubs, School Councils and 
Scout Troops. 


STATISTICS 
Books deposited to; scooois, (classes) )..0...3.,0..2i0 Hah va ennevens 28 
POLLO Mine OULD Mirae vtech sect ts recta Lnsy bes byes secranstacenes taasvscassdobesevonsalyy wise 50 
ssgetates PUMP T mt d2 al egh har ys) er bald ee AAR Rn ERR Re bp fils LAS Nia 12 
FEOU ER De HAC LODICLOTYCEL OR, Oy Nova Ly isvecdad clicsavereheh sv eansbawaee Pron eaeteneemaemeaeins 2,750 


Respectfully submitted, 
BERTHA R. HOUSTON, Children’s Librarian. 
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